VILLAGE OF LIBERTYVILLE

SUSTAIN LIBERTYVILLE COMMISSION
August 17, 2022
4:00 PM
VILLAGE HALL
118 W. Cook Avenue

AGENDA
Approval of July 20th Meeting Minutes

1)
2)

Sustainability Plan, 2022 Update
•

3)

Free Business Recycling Communication Initiative
•
•

4)

Village’s proposed letter to Non-Recycling Businesses
Provide Main Street Libertyville with Groot contact, Sue Risner

No Idling Signage for District 70
•
•

5)

August 15th Meeting Results
Non-Idling Article Submission Status

Bird City Program Qualification
•
•

6)

Bird City Worksheet – First Commission Review of v8.3
Next Step?

Park or Road Adoption by Sustain Commission

7)

Other Items/Updates
•
•

8)

Complete Final Review for (September?) Board Presentation

Distribute Member Contact Information
Next Scheduled Meeting – September 21st

Adjourn

Any individual who would like to attend this meeting but because of disability needs some accommodation to participate should contact
the ADA Coordinator at 118 West Cook Avenue, Libertyville, Illinois 60048 (847) 362-2430.
Assistive listening devices are available.

VILLAGE OF LIBERTYVILLE
SUSTAIN LIBERTYVILLE COMMISSION
July 20, 2022
4:00 PM
DRAFT MINUTES
Commission:

Chairperson Doug Reed, Cathy O’Brien, Heather McGreevy, Eric
Podlogar, Dave Neu, and Dave Wilms

Village Staff:

Kelly Amidei, Village Administrator and Erin Baynes, Management
Analyst

Guests:

Chris Geiselhart, Peter Adrian

1) Approval of June 15th Meeting Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Wilms and was seconded by Commissioner Neu
to approve the May 18th meeting minutes as amended, modifying “adopt-a-road” to
“adopt-a-park.” The minutes were approved by a unanimous roll call vote.
2) Clarke Representative – EarthRight Presentation
A representative from Clarke presented to the Commission a presentation concerning
EarthRight, the service provider’s environmentally conscious option for mosquito
abatement. He referenced an available portal through Clarke for reporting standing
water and signing up for notifications of activity in the area. Discussion ensued.
3) Sustainability Plan, 2022 Update
Chairperson Reed issued a motion to postpone. Commissioner McGreevy seconded. The
agenda item was tabled for the August 24th meeting.
4) Free Business Recycling Communication Initiative
Chairperson Reed called Groot to secure a contact for recycling reference, Sue Risner.
Administrator Amidei recommended using the owner’s name and business to send a
letter to those who are not currently using the Village’s recycling program. She also
suggested using window stickers to recognize participating businesses like the
Commission did previously in 2018.
5) Residential Food Scrap/Composting Proposal
Commissioner McGreevy introduced the proposal using a comparative analysis of
neighboring communities. O’Brien questioned how pick-up providers can make the
distinction between regular yard waste and compostable product through a sticker/bag
program. McGreevy reiterated that Mundelein does not require a subscription for the use
of stickers for composting. Guest Adrian explained how Groot has worked with
communities through SWALCO to develop food waste-friendly programs. Chairperson
Reed suggested revisiting the proposal in one to three years in preparation of the next
contract renewal in February 2026. Guest Adrian emphasized the need for Groot to
allow for food waste in the sticker program.

6) Bird City Program Qualification
Chairperson Reed believed a review of the Bird City application without the presence of
Commissioner Cooper would be a disservice. Commissioner O’Brien concurred. The
agenda item was tabled for the August 24th meeting.
7) Park Adoption by Sustain Commission
Commissioner O’Brien inquired as to whether the Village maintains public parks to where
it would not be much work for the Commission. She proposed adopting a road as an
alternative. Analyst Baynes said she would contact the Streets department about available
roadways.
8) Village Views Articles
Commissioner McGreevy suggested article topics last Commission meeting.
Commissioner O’Brien is meeting with D70 to discuss a partnership in discouraging
idling; Commissioner Wilms offered to draft an article about idling.
9) Other Items/Updates
Commissioner Podlogar discovered an article about difficult-to-recycle items shifting to
recycling-friendly practices in California. Guest Adrian explained the policy development
process behind such a shift. Commissioner Podlogar also expressed concern for a
resident draining their pool into the public space; Administrator Amidei requested the
address. Analyst Baynes informed the Commission that its application for the ComEd
Openlands grant was approved.
10) Adjournment
Motion made by Commissioner McGreevy and seconded by Commissioner Neu. The
meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. by a unanimous roll call vote. The next meeting is on
Wednesday, August 24th, 2022 at 4:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

Erin E. Baynes
Management Analyst

Perhaps

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN, 2022 Update
Previously approved in 2015, 2018, and 2022

The Sustain Libertyville Commission was
established via ordinance for the following
purposes:
• To encourage residents/property owners,
builders,and developers to protect the
environment
• To make environmental information and
resources readily available
• To create partnerships with interested parties to
help achieve mutually beneficial sustainability goals
• To review and recommend sustainable initiatives
which are fiscally responsible and enhance
economic vitality
• To provide recognition to those who have made
exceptional contributions and/or efforts toward
improving the sustainability of the Village
Chairperson: Doug Reed
Members:
Dave Neu
Dave Wilms
Carol Cooper
Heather McGreevy
Eric Podlogar
Cathy O’Brien
Staff Liaison: Kelly Amidei, Village Administrator
Erin Baynes, Management Analyst
Libertyville Sustainability Plan 2015, 2018, 2022
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WASTE AND RECYCLING
CURRENT: The Village of Libertyville is a founding member of SWALCO (The
Solid Waste Agency of Lake County). Libertyville works directly with SWALCO to
promote the County-wide initiatives of SWALCO.
The 2009 Solid Waste Management Plan set a goal of a 60% recycling rate for
Lake County by the year 2020.SWALCO’s recycling task force set up the
following specific goals for its members.
Municipal Waste Franchise
Recycling Carts
Cart Upgrade Option
Volume-Based (PAYT) Option
Multi-Family Franchise
Commercial Franchise
Construction & Demolition Debris Ordinance
e-Scrap Collections
Textile Collections
Pharmaceuticals Collection

Completed in 2006
Completed in July 2010
Completed in December 2014
Sticker program offered for many years (15+)
Implemented February 1, 2015
Implemented February 1, 2015
Future goal
Added to curbside pick-up of residential contract
LCDOT - Year-round
Police Department - Year-round

Per Capita Per Day Disposal Rates (2010-2020)
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

2.07 lbs
1.95 lbs
1.88 lbs
1.94 lbs
1.82 lbs
1.57 lbs
1.62 lbs
1.81 lbs
1.62 lbs
1.64 lbs
2.03 lbs
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WASTE AND RECYCLING
Accomplishments
• SWALCO initiatives previously listed.
• The Village’s single-family residential recycling program began in 1990 (approx.) and the
tonnage has increased from 2064 in 1999 to 2372 in 2021.
• Christmas tree composting offered annually.
• Commercial Waste contract now includes recycling up to 1.5 cubic feet at no additional cost.
• Utilization of numerous recycled and green products in Village spaces, including recycling
in Village buildings when feasible.
• Recycling containers added to Village parks.
• Expansion of recycling to businesses and multi-family.
• Elimination of bottled water at Village facilities (currently encouraging). Addition of refillable
water fountains at certain Village facilities.
• Initiated recycling at Libertyville Days 2015 which continues to this day
• Recognizing businesses that are recycling with a sticker/decal program.
• Operating a curbside electronics recycling pick-up program.
• Offering of larger residential recycling bins.
• Pumpkin Compost Event held in early November since 2019, with 2 large roll-off containers
filled.
• Initiated business and residential food composting efforts.
• Re-established Annual Green Living Fair.
• Implemented compost bin partial reimbursement program.

2021 Pumpkin Compost Event
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WASTE AND RECYCLING
Future Goals/Initiatives
• Continue to recognize businesses that are recycling with a sticker/decal program.
• Continued public education efforts through the Village newsletter, website, social
media, and othercommunications on “green tips” for Village residents and
businesses.
• Promotion of education and awareness through dedicated website and communication pieces.
• Increased recycling at community events.
• Encourage residents to clean up found recycling items in the community.
• Continue to research and promote business and residential food composting
• Offer food composting and educate businesses regarding options (Village businesses only).
• Encourage the use of alternate containers for take-out (recyclable/compostable).
• Encourage non-plastic straw usage.
• Add recycling bins along Milwaukee Avenue and in transit stations.
• Contact commercial customers to inform them of complimentary recycling option.
• Investigate food waste compost with school districts.
• Promote “no idling zones” at school districts.
• Investigate participation in county-wide green event with CLC and other communities.
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AIR
Accomplishments
• Participation in the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) partnership for clean air,
limiting certain polluting activities on designated ozone action days.
• Libertyville Civic Center converted lawn mower, leaf, and snow blower equipment to
battery operation, eliminating gasoline storage.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Village-imposed policy on idling of Village vehicles.
“Bike to Metra” map created through grant with and in partnership with Libertyville Township.
Received a grant from the Metro Mayor’s Caucus to retrofit 7 diesel-powered vehicles and
reduce emissions.
Use of summer police bicycle patrol.
Tree City USA recipient since 2000 and tree inventory plan to replace parkway trees removed
due to EAB.
Promotion of the Shop Libertyville economic development campaign to emphasize saving gas
and traveling time.
Two EV charging stations located at the Church parking garage and preferred parking.
Explored options for less environmentally impacted mosquito control and implemented
cost-effective changes.
Added an electric vehicle to the Village’s fleet with a grant from ComEd.

Future Goals/Initiatives
• Work with Bicycle Advisory Commission to further promote bicycling by highlighting the
Village bike path system, including bike racks in Village parks and at all Village facilities.
• Install additional EV charging stations in the Village.
• Review replacement of Village-owned vehicles with EV or hybrid vehicles.
• Idle-free zone education and signage at targeted locations (i.e. school drop-off).
• Explore the use of sustainable alternative energy for Village vehicles.
• Explore options for mosquito control with less environmental impact.
• Add preferred parking for electric vehicles in downtown/commuter parking areas.
• Educate about and encourage the use of air filter scrubbers for restaurants.
• Explore alternate fuels for Village grass mowing equipment.
• Expand the Village’s Arbor Day ceremony.
• Complete the Bird City application
• Explore the possibility of multi-family EV charging station grants.
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LAND USE
Accomplishments
• Maintained and continued preservation of Village-owned open space and park land.
• Incorporation of naturalized landscaping features, including shoreline stabilization and
native prairie plantings along the shore of Butler Lake, and the installation of a bio-swale
along the east side of Butler Lake.
• Native plant garden established adjacent to Village Hall (May 2019).
• Rain barrel 50/50 reimbursement program (average 6/year).
Future Goals/Initiatives
• Review options to incorporate green building codes and potential incentives for use of green
building initiatives (ongoing).
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continued publication of educational items in Village Views, such as native plant alternatives.
Investigate options through Cool Cities Global Alliance program.
Educate on alternatives for property management.
Increase the number of pervious surfaces and related education.
Maintain and add educational signage with QR code to native plant garden located at Village
Hall.
Investigate native plant gardening options for public parcels like cul-de-sacs.
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ENERGY
Accomplishments
• Village website hosting site powered with renewable energy (wind).
• Libertyville Sports Complex parking lot lights switched to LED high-efficiency lighting.
• Reviewed cost associated with converting Village’s traffic signals to LED and reducing
electrical consumption.
• Fire Station Three energy efficiency lighting upgrades that have resulted in an estimated
$10,000 yearly cost savings and 102,911 kWh yearly savings.
• Use of solar power for warning sirens operating in Village.
• Assisted with launch of ComEd smart meters in 2017.
• Groot vehicles for Waste collection utilizing CNG for “fuel.”
• Awarded SolSmart Silver designation in 2019.
• Designation as an EPA Green Power community.
• 100% REC purchase through the municipal aggregation program (2020-2022).
• Converted streetlights to LED in 2022.
Future Goals/Initiatives
•
•
•
•
•
•

Education of renewable energy options for residents.
Facilitate home energy programs provided by electric and gas providers.
CUB energy saver program for savings suggestions.
Explore alternative energy options for Village buildings.
Issuance of RFP for solar use on Village property (WWTP).
Continue to support sustainable energy through the municipal aggregation program

Libertyville Sustainability Plan 2015, 2018, 2022

Page 7

WATER
Accomplishments
• Certified stormwater management community since 1999 which requires review of
developments and protection of the surrounding environment from potential damage from
stormwater runoff.
•
•

•
•
•

Village Stormwater Plan adopted in 2018; related stormwater utility fee adopted in 2020.
Founding member of the Central Lake County Joint Action Water Agency (CLCJAWA) which
provides the Village with a supply of water from Lake Michigan and requires ongoing water
conservation regulations and enforcement.
Village Board approval of an ordinance banning the use of phosphorous fertilzer(with some
exceptions) in the Village (January 2015).
Operation of Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) in accordance with EPA regulations.
Exploration of a high-water usage rate. Currently have a tiered rate structure.

Future Goals/Initiatives
• Educate residents on the importance of water conservation with ongoing tips.
•
•
•
•

Promote the established watering ban.
Explore use of rain barrels at Village locations, including train stations.
Investigate participation in the Mayor’s Waters program.
Reduce salt usage and educate on alternatives.
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LOCAL FOOD
Accomplishments
• Continued to promote and coordinate with the Community Gardens, including
composting trial information.
• Publicized the Libertyville Farmers Market run by MainStreet Libertyville.
• Promoted area gardening educational offerings.
• Shared educational information and resources from partner organizations, including SWALCO
and Groot, in weekly e-newsletter and across social media.
Goals/Initiatives
• Promote local food options and farmers markets.
• Promote Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs).
• Promote growing your own food on-site as a means of saving money.
• Inform residents of what sustainable options are available.
• Create neighborhood garden options.

Libertyville Sustainability Plan 2015, 2018, 2022
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How Idle Minds and Idling Cars May both be Dangerous for the Future of Students
(Dave Wilms, Retired Stevenson Sustainability Coordinator and Sustain Libertyville
Commission)
Many people often drive somewhere to pick somebody up and sit in their car and keep it running
as they wait. We all know that a car contributes carbon dioxide to the atmosphere but we don't
think about the impact our own idling can have on climate issues. According to the energy.gov
website, one idling car can use up to ½ gallon of gas in an hour. This does not seem like much
but every gallon of gas creates 20 pounds of CO2 when burned. “A gallon of gas creates 20
pounds of CO2 when burned” which is something that I think should be labeled on all gasoline
pumps since that information helps people understand their vehicle’s impact on the environment
and climate. When we put 15 gallons of gas in a car, SUV, or truck, that becomes 300 pounds
of CO2 with just that one tank of gas.
The Libertyville Sustainability Commission is trying to work with Libertyville School Districts to
reduce their carbon footprints. We know that parents often sit in idling cars while they wait for
their kids after school. If a car idles for 15 minutes, it uses about a pint of gas and creates 2.5
pounds of CO2. Again, this does not seem like much but let's consider a typical school day as
parents drop off and pick up their kids at school. Libertyville has lots of parents that sit in idling
cars at all of the schools in the district.
When I worked at Stevenson High School, we monitored the traffic coming on campus every
day. For the 4000 students we had during the study, about 5,000 cars entered the campus
each day. Let’s say ½ of those cars waited to pick a student up at the end of the day. If we
assume the average wait time was 10 minutes that would be 2,500 times that would be 25,000
minutes or 416 hours of idling time. This idle time would consume 208 gallons of gas and
create about 4,160 pounds of CO2. If we consider that there are 180 school days a year,
Stevenson parents would create 748,800 pounds of CO2 per year as they waited for kids in
idling cars.
If we do the same idling calculations for Libertyville with a total of 5,500 students in D70 and
D128, it would consume 251 gallons of gas, create 5,020 pounds per day, and 903,600 of CO2
per year. Most cars, SUVs, and trucks can stay warm for 10 minutes without the motor running
(some newer cars shut off when not driving) and that would prevent a lot of CO2 entering the air
each year.
There are over 2,000,000 school students in over 4,000 schools in Illinois. If all school parents
acted like what they did was the law for all to do (Old Chinese Proverb) and turned off their cars,
it would potentially reduce CO2 by 300,000,000 pounds per year. (And save millions of dollars
per year in fuel costs.) And even when we have many students riding buses and these numbers
are somewhat exaggerated, the point is that parents are sitting in idling cars and this ignorance
still has real consequences for the future of the planet. So, let’s engage our idle minds and think
about how we can create the best future climate for our kids.

Also need to send a check for $200 with the submittal.
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Narrative for Bird City Status (BC)
Libertyville, as a Village within Libertyville Township, is a dynamic community of
doers. There are many volunteer-driven organizations within the village actively
sharing their treasures and talents. Within this Bird City Illinois submission, the
focus applies to the requirements for Bird City status within the Village of
Libertyville.

There are several other local taxing bodies and organizations to acknowledge in
this submission, such as: Libertyville Township, Community High School District
No. 128, Libertyville School District No. 70, St Joseph Catholic School, St John
Lutheran School, Methodist Church, Libertyville Village Parks, Cook Memorial
Library District, Lakeside Cemetery, the Civic Center which has hosted the Green
Living Fair for many years, and various nursery schools that have participated. A
very special recognition is needed to District 128 students active in the LEAF club
and science class students, that have physically designed and planted hundreds of
native species within the high school campus and along the Butler Lake shoreline.
Also, a special shoutout for the extraordinary contributions of the local, Lake
County Audubon (LCAS) society and their members that have made and continue
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to make the community a better place for birds, native habitats and the people
who live and visit here.
Special mention is due to the late F.T. “Mike” Graham, the former township
supervisor, who in 1985, created the first Open Space District not only in Illinois,
but the country. He planted the seed that still resonates within the community to
protect the land, and the flora and fauna that resides on it.
And finally for the Village of Libertyville to entrust the Bird City Project to three
members of the Libertyville Sustain Commission. The project began in March and
has recently finalized the documentation. All referenced categories and Criteria
Descriptions provided in this document are finalized as “MET", except for "ON
GOING" Categories 2.C (Pesticides) and 4.F.2. regarding a future Sustainable
project creating a brochure on building options for both additions and new
housing featuring bird friendly materials and much more.

Three members of Sustain Libertyville Commission humbly submit this application
for your assessment and approval:
Carol Cooper
David Neu
Cathy O'Brien
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DOCUMENTATION for BIRD CITY – LIBERTYVILLE ILLINOIS
June 29, 2022
DRAFT 8.3

Category 1 - Habitat Creation, Protection, and Monitoring of Natural
Communities (Three criteria must be met within this category.)
1. D. - Protection and growth of a favorable bird habitat (by a local group)
Substantiation through public documents or publicity that the local
Audubon chapter-Lake County Audubon Society (LCAS) is currently taking a
very active role in the planning process and implementation for protecting
and enlarging favorable bird habitat in conjunction with the Village of
Libertyville.
This multiple year Restoration Project of approximately 9-11 acreage of
woodlands has been driven by LCAS and many volunteers within the
greater community. “The Woods at the Adler Arts Center” surrounds the
former David and Katherine Adler Estate which is owned by the Village of
Libertyville. This extensive project not only enhances a current,
marginalized, habitat for birds, but for other plants and animals, as well as
humans to enjoy.
The partnership between LCAS and the Adler Arts Center (Village of
Libertyville) has been very successful so far, with a Restoration Plan for the
Woods at Adler showing what an asset this environmental community
property can be. To date, hundreds of invasive trees and shrubs have been
removed. Audubon has planted over one hundred native trees and shrubs,
and a walking path has been installed. With the Village’s future financial
support, the improvements can continue. Ongoing maintenance is
dependent on the Village’s $13,000 per year grant as stated in the
Restoration Plan. As of this submission date, the funds have not been
realized.
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See ATTACHMENT A for Category 1. D.– for extensive and detailed
information and photos.

1.E. An initiative to create or restore habitats in our community by
documenting recent projects
There are actually several organizations that have restored habitats as
explained in the criteria below.
1.E.i. Blue Bird boxes - Lakeside Cemetery now has a bluebird trail with a
total of eight bird boxes weaving within and along the western portion of
the property culminating in a bereavement garden. This garden is
comprised of native plants and grasses.
Originally three boxes were erected, and five more were recently added by
local Boy Scout troops.
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Note - Unable to quantify dimensions because of the weaving nature of the
trail within the grounds of the cemetery.

1.E.ii Students from Libertyville High School science classes removed
invasive plants along Butler Lake (slough) and replaced them with native,
riparian plants. Notice the Canadian geese, in the second photo. Often
observed are migratory waterfowl such as, blue herons, great egrets,
mallards, wood ducks loons, and many more. See photo.
7

Very approximate dimensions are: 150‘x 180’.

1. H. Show how our community aids a local youth group St Joseph 8th Grade Class completed bird conservation projects by planting
a native garden at the school bordering the front and sides of the building.
This project was in cooperation with parents, the parish, and LCAS. support.
The subsequent eighth grade classes have continued with the maintenance
and additional plantings.
Approximate dimensions are: 555’ x 21’.
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All three sides of the school are surrounded by native plants.
1.J. Education to community on controlling and removing invasive species.
1.J.i. Public information on the control and removal of invasive species
was provided to the community in the Libertyville Village Views newsletter
(both mailed and on village website) regarding the negative impact of
certain plants, such as buckthorn, and others used in residential
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landscaping and what native plants should be used to replace those
unwanted species.
All articles found within the quarterly newsletter can be found starting with
the most recent issue. They are archived by year and issue.
Article was written by Doug Reed, Winter 2020 and a current commissioner
of Sustain Libertyville.
Please see article below.

NOTE: Need to provide a better copy of Doug's information. Please
reformat for my skills are BAD! I left both an image of the actual
document that was provided.

NOTE: To Kelly - the latest Village Views posted on the website is from
Spring 2021, followed by Fall 2019.
It would behoove us to claim that residents can EASILY go back to
previous issues for educational information.
Can this be accomplished by next month? Or can our commission
materials be directly found in another way on the site by calling
out these types of educational materials brought to you from the
Sustain LVille Commission?
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Category 1.J.ii Article on Native Plants
Dave Neu is a knowledgeable wildlife biologist and conservationist, creator of
Conserve @ Home (now a part of Openlands), and a current commissioner of
Sustain Libertyville.
The article below appeared in a 2019 issue of Libertyville News. Actual date??
If you’re considering purchasing trees, shrubs, flowering plants or grasses for your
yard this spring, before heading to the nearest big box store, please consider
using true native species for your landscape.
Native plants are those species that have evolved over thousands of years in this
region through a process of natural selection, rather than through human
interference. They co-evolved here with the native insects, birds, and mammals,
which have synchronized their behaviors and habits to match the seasonal
flowers and fruit of trees, shrubs, lowers, and grasses. They are neither cultivars
nor “nativars” that are bred for particular characteristics that do not bene it the
wildlife that depend on them.
Why use native plants?
1. Ease of Maintenance
Once established, native plants are low maintenance, and reduce costs on
watering, fertilizing, and mowing compared to non-natives and turf grass. They
are best suited for the extreme weather conditions of the Chicago Region,
resulting in very limited losses over the winter.
2. Decreased Risks of Soil Erosion and Flooding

Native plants naturally help to renew and enrich the soil (just think about the rich,
deep, black prairie soils), and their deep roots channel rainwater downward,
increasing absorption and reducing runoff, erosion, and flooding.
3. Lowered Utility Costs
Well-placed and properly selected native trees can save on home heating and
cooling costs.
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4. Year-round Interest
Thoughtfully selected species can be incorporated to provide bountiful flowers in
spring, summer, and fall. Many species have interesting seed pods and other
physical features that provide winter interest and beauty as well.
5. Benefits to Local Ecosystems
Native plants provide rest stops and fast food for migrating birds and butterflies,
as well as year-round critical habitat and essential food chain links for countless
non-migratory wildlife. They are used to help restore whole natural systems and
help to preserve the biodiversity of this area. Native plants support thousands of
species of beneficial insects, and 96% of songbirds depend upon insects to feed to
their young. Just a modest increase in native suburban plants has been shown to
cause a significant increase in songbird populations.
As owners and stewards of the little slices of heaven in our yards, we have an
ethical responsibility to do what is best for the survival of those who share our
space, and in turn benefit ourselves with a healthy and beautiful ecosystem.

Category 2 – Limiting or Removing Threats to Birds
B. Provide Property owners with information on how to protect birds
from window strikes
2.B.i The Libertyville community has also provided information in the
Libertyville Village Views, Spring of 2022, on bird-strike prevention and tips
on artificial light pollution. Since spring and fall migrations bring thousands
of birds flying through our area, there are references to BirdCast’s Lights
Out website. This document is also available on village website and in a
quarterly mailing.
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ii Also, on the same page, the Village of Libertyville’s Tree City USA Award
that has been recognized yearly since 1994.
iii Additionally, found on the page is a shoutout to Openlands “Sustainable
Landscaping”, originally named “Conserve @ Home” and an organization
which Commissioner Dave Neu founded and managed.
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2. C. Practice Integrated Pest Management
Not a solid contender, but in process for this certification. This is a
contentious, ongoing project to ween the residents and the Village of
Libertyville off of commercial pesticides to eliminate mosquitos. Last
summer Biomist was applied once. The prior year three times.
The Village is currently negotiating with the vendor, Clarke, to use
alternative and natural control measures. Further, if not continuous
education of residents is necessary due to the proliferation of private
companies selling comparable offerings.
Category 3 – Public Education and Inclusion
D. Community Sponsored annual bird festival.
In conjunction with Earth Day, LCAS, Adler Arts Center and the Village of
Libertyville, and Sustain Commission members participated in the
celebration of birds at the annual Earth Day Celebration.
See the following stickers and photos of the event.
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3. Education and Inclusion
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E. Illustrate a program that involves schools and other organizations
conservation activities.
Libertyville High School has a student organization named Libertyville
Environmental Action Force (LEAF) which has done and continues to drive
change in the greater community for both village and township projects.
The school group is comprised of all four grade levels.
i. Over the past three years this student group lead by teacher, David
Lapish, has taken a barren 7000 sq ft courtyard and planted approximately
4500 native plants. There is a walkway and a small class room area
dedicated within the enclosure.
See the immediate three photos.
ii. Ongoing - LEAF also is clearing out non-native plants in wooded area in
the front of the high school and replacing the site with native species.
See the photo within circular garden with signage.
iii. Last year LEAF began planting native species along the auditorium and
music wing. Note that photos were not taken, for the growth was
negligible.
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3.E.iv. The Sustain Libertyville Commission in 2019 planted a native garden
adjacent to Town Hall along with signage. It continues to be updated with
additional native plants.
Approximate dimensions:18’ x 66’.
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3.E.v. The Methodist Church has also planted a native garden (36’ x 9’) with
appropriate signage that it is a certified native garden from the Wildlife
Federation.
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3.L. Other
1. The Village of Libertyville has hosted a recycling program for pumpkins
and other compostable fall decorations the weekend(s) following
Halloween. In the last two of the three years, the Sustain Libertyville
Commission has filled two large dumpsters of compostable materials that
are taken to an organic farm for composting.
SAVE for Pumpkin photo

Category 4 and Sustainability
4.B. The Libertyville community has bike trails that connect to county and
township trails to alleviate additional vehicles on the road. The Libertyville
Bike Commission sponsors a yearly village bike ride as well as facilitated the
placement of bike repair stations adjacent to town biking trails.
4.D. The Village participates in an aggregate community solar program for all
residents that have opted “in” to receive solar electricity from McSquared.
Libertyville is qualified to be an EPA Green Power Community.
4.F. 1. Other
The Libertyville Junior High, District 70, has a solar roof.
2. A Sustainability Commission-driven brochure to be developed for builders,
architects, and both current and future residents. This information will
provide requirements for a roof top to support a solar roof and garage
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battery for electric cars. Also, it will mention passive solar and
geothermal/passive geothermal options for new building and additions.
Currently there are over 30 houses with solar roofs in the community.
Category 5 – World Migratory Bird Day – Must meet both of these activities
below
A. Resolution: Attach a copy of Libertyville officially-enacted resolution.
Voted on and passed by the board. Note this is done every two years
(annually) preferred. GLEN has provided
B. Annual World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD)

SEE Attachment B for Category 5 documents (will follow attachment A)
Pending - Village Resolution
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Attachment A: Category 1. D. LCAS Restoration Project at The Woods
at the Adler Arts Center”

Restoration Plan
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Background: The Adler Arts Center (Arts Center) located between North Milwaukee Avenue

and the Des Plaines River in Libertyville IL is part of the historic David and Katherine Adler
estate. The Arts Center building complex includes the renovated 1860s farmhouse and
associated farm buildings that are surrounded on the north, east, and south sides with
woodland known as “The Woods at the Adler Arts Center” (the Woods). The Woods makes up
approximately 9 acres of the almost
Project Location
11-acre parcel that is part of the Arts
Center. The property is owned by the
Village of Libertyville (Village) and is
managed by the Arts Center, which
was founded in 1980 to provide arts
programming for the community.
The
Woods
at
Adler Arts
Center

The Woods includes remnants of the
landscape design and plantings on the
historic estate at the time the property
was purchased by the Village in 1956
following David Adler’s death in 1949.
Attachment A provides an aerial view
of the Adler Arts Center Woods over
time.

The Woods has been largely allowed to
grow and develop in recent decades
without a lot of woodland management. As a result, The Woods has been invaded and
overtaken by aggressive alien plant species that reduce plant diversity and are extremely
detrimental to a healthy woodland ecology. European or common buckthorn and bush
honeysuckle (Tartarian, Morrow’s, Belle and Amur) are the woody species that need to be
removed and controlled to begin restoring The Woods to a native plant community that
provides habitat for native insects, birds and other animals.

What’s So Bad About Buckthorn and Bush Honeysuckle?
Buckthorn and bush honeysuckle not only invade natural areas, but aggressively spread and
inhibit the growth of native plant species. Several life history characteristics allow these alien
species to take over.
•

“Dark Understory” reduces native cover and diversity: Both buckthorn and bush
honeysuckle form dense thickets of heavily leaved shrubs or small trees that leaf out
early in the spring before many native plant species and hold onto their leaves until late
fall creating a very dense shade throughout the growing season that limits the natural
growth and reproduction of native plants.

•

“Chemical and Biological Warfare”: Buckthorn and bush honeysuckle are suspected of
releasing biochemicals in the soil that inhibit the growth, development and survival of
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other plants. These chemicals prevent native plant species from successfully competing.
Buckthorn produces high nitrogen leaf litter and the chemical emodin, which negatively
affect wildlife.
Buckthorn has been shown to negatively impact wildlife in several ways. It produces emodin,
which inhibits the growth and development of amphibian larvae by causing malformation
during development. In addition, the high nitrogen leaf litter of buckthorn decomposes rapidly
and increases decomposition of all leaf litter, which alters soil pH and natural arthropod
communities in the soil. The increased decomposition reduces dissolved oxygen in wetlands
which causes egg suffocation and death for amphibians. In addition to its toxic qualities,
buckthorn is a poor food source for native wildlife. The berries are not good for birds. They are
low in fat, exclude other beneficial insects, and cause diarrhea for the birds that consume them.
Bird diversity decreases as buckthorn invasion increases at a site.

The Extent of the Impact
European Buckthorn was imported to the Chicago region in the mid-1800s for use as an
ornamental plant. Its rapid reproduction and spread into natural areas resulted in the nursery
industry recognizing that its invasive characteristics were a problem in the 1930s and they
stopped widespread sales of the plant. The USDA Forest Service completed a tree census of the
Chicago Region: Urban Trees and Forests of the Chicago Region (2010) discovering that since its
introduction buckthorn has become the most common tree in the region making up 28.2% of all
trees. Buckthorn impacts in Lake County are even greater, with the 2010 tree census finding
that 40.9% of all trees in the county were buckthorn.
From Urban Trees and Forests of the Chicago Region 2010:
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The Lake County Forest Preserves District recognized the detrimental effect of the extensive

invasion of buckthorn in Lake County in its 2015 strategic plan and adopted a 5-10 Year Goal to
eradicate buckthorn on District lands through restoration and management, and to reduce
buckthorn by 50% in Lake County through partnerships and outreach. Restoration of The
Woods supports this county-wide goal.

The Woods Restoration Initiative
Recognizing the benefit a beautiful and diverse landscape would provide to Arts Center
programs and the community of Libertyville, the Arts Center has partnered with the Lake
County Audubon Society and Mike Graham of Landscape Concepts LLC to begin restoring The
Woods at Adler.
Several education events kicked off the multi-partner restoration initiative in 2019, which
began with free classes that were coordinated by the Lake County Audubon and offered at the
Adler Arts Center:
• Kelly Cartwright, Professor of Biology at College of Lake County, gave “Planting Small
Native Gardens” in April 2019.
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•
•

Rory Klick’s class, “Kicking Out Invasive Plants and Planting Good Guys” took place in
May 2019. Rory is an Associate Professor/Department Chair in the Horticulture
Department at the College of Lake County.
In July 2019, Dr. Ken Weik, plant biologist and Emeritus Associate Professor at Lake
Forest College, offered a free two-hour workshop on leaf identification entitled
“Creative Prints of the Forest.” Participants used artistic media to portray the
differences in leaf structure as a way to identify various Lake County trees. This
workshop was followed by a tree identification class later in the month.

Restoring the Woods – Integrating Art with Nature
Benefits:
Provides outdoor program space for arts and nature education
Provides habitat including food sources for declining bird and wildlife populations
Showcases the beauty and resiliency of native plants
Educates residents about how using native plants in their yards and landscapes
benefits butterflies, birds and wildlife
 Will be an aesthetically beautiful place to celebrate art and nature





Discussion and planning for restoration of the woodlands began in 2019 followed by the start of
on-the-ground restoration work in 2020. Restoration is expected to continue over the next
several years as resources allow. Restoration of The Woods primarily involves removal of
invasive plants including buckthorn and honeysuckle and replacing them with native trees,
shrubs and flowers that benefit birds and wildlife. This restoration will also provide a beautiful
outdoor space for community members, artists and participants in Adler Arts Center activities.
Restoration will occur in a multi-year process that is proposed to be completed in phases. The
first phase requires the removal and control of the invasive woody plants, which began in 2020
and continues in 2021. A crucial element of the restoration will be ongoing management of the
site to remove re-sprouting invasive buckthorn and bush honeysuckle annually so that it does
not re-establish. Additional planting/seeding of native species to establish a new ground
layer/understory of native vegetation will follow the initial years of invasive plant removal for
long-term restoration. This restored native plant community will be the foundation for
developing a healthy ecosystem that will attract native insects, birds and small wildlife that are
presently missing in The Woods.
Woodchip paths will allow community members to access the woodland in a safe manner, view
the beauty of the restored Woods and learn about the ecological benefits of installing native
plants on their own properties. Attachment B is a schematic depicting the birdscape path with
adjacent pods (groupings) of native trees, shrubs and ferns purchased by Lake County Audubon
that were installed in October 2020. Several additional pods are planned for future installation.
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A restored woodland will not only provide outdoor art spaces for the Arts Center but also
greatly needed bird and wildlife habitat within the Village. For these reasons The Woods at
Adler has the potential to be a significant community amenity for the Village of Libertyville. The
following Restoration and Maintenance Plan further specifies the tasks and steps to restore The
Woods along with a timeline, progress status, and the expended cost or projected budget to
continue restoration.
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The Woods at Adler Arts Center Restoration and Maintenance Plan

Task/Step

Timeline

Status

Partner Lead

Cost/Budget

2020: YEAR 1 TASKS - northwest quadrant (between Adler Arts Center and Adler School)
Planning and coordination:

1. Locate and design the birdscape
path and plant pods along the path
2. Research/choose native species to
be planted
3. Develop fundraising appeal and
coordinate with DonorVest (on-line
donation tool) to raise funds to
purchase and install plants
4. Identify nursery supplier and order
plants
5. Develop and execute a
Memorandum of Understanding
between Lake County Audubon and
Adler Arts Center

June- July
2020
June-July
2020
July-Sept
2020

Completed

Audubon

Completed

Audubon

In-Kind
$31
In-Kind

Completed

Audubon

In-Kind

July 2020

Completed

Audubon

$1,555.50

Oct 2020

Completed

Audubon

In-Kind

6. Clear invasive woody plants in
northwest quadrant of the woods
7. Install woodchip paths

July-Sept
2020
Aug-Sept
2020
Oct 2020

Completed

Graham

Completed

Graham

Completed

Audubon &
Adler contract

$2,750

In-Kind

On-the Ground

8. Clean up planting area and install
native shrubs, trees and ferns within
designated plant pods

(Supplies)

($2,375
Audubon, $375
Adler)

YEARS 2-3 TASKS (2021-2022)
Planning and coordination:

9. Revise birdscape path with
additional pods along extended
woodchip trail
10. Research and choose native plants
to be installed in additional pods

March
2021

Completed

Audubon

March
2021

Completed

Audubon

11. Develop design and content for
interpretive signage
12. Meet with consultants/contractors
to develop work plan and budget for
2021-2022
13. Develop a restoration plan for the
Woods

2021
July 2021

Completed

Adler &
Audubon
Adler

In-Kind

August
2021

Draft
Completed

Audubon

In-Kind

(additional planting postponed to future
year after invasive management is
completed)
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In-Kind

On-the Ground

13. Remove invasive trees and shrubs on
rest of property using hydro axe
machine
14. Prune hanging branches and remove
downed branches and trunks that
pose a safety hazard
15. Flush cut all shattered and
hazardous stumps in recently
cleared areas
16. Flush cut, by hand and chip all
invasives in recently cleared areas,
particularly in the north east section
and around larger trees that could
not be safely removed by the hydro
axe machine
17. Chip up large limbs and branches not
shredded by hydro axe
18. Spread wood chips created on
existing trails
19. 3 targeted Garlon 4 applications for
sucker and seedling re-sprout
growth in recently cleared areas,
Spring, Mid-Summer and Mid-Fall
20. Major dead wood pruning of larger
trees 20” in DBH and greater in
recently cleared areas
21. Ongoing policing of grounds in
recently cleared areas
22. Install 2 native oak trees as
memorials
23. Water plant pods and trees through
year one as needed
24. Fabricate and install interpretive
signage at native plant pods along
birdscape path

Jan 2021

Completed

Graham and
donor

In-Kind

Jan 2021

Completed

Audubon &
Adler contract

$1,875

Village of
Libertyville
Grant

$13,000

Graham &
Audubon
Audubon

In-Kind

($937.50 ea)

2021
2021

2021
2021
20212022
20212022
20212022
April 2021
AprilOctober
2021
2022
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Completed

Adler

In-Kind

Attachment A: Aerial Photos of Adler Arts Center Over Time
Adler Arts Center 1946

Adler Arts Center 1961

Adler Arts Center 2002

Adler Arts Center 2015

ATTACHMENT B: Birdscape Path Schematic
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Category 5 – World Migratory Bird Day
A. Proclamation with Mayor Johnson's Signature
B. Resolution and reference Earth Day event at Adler
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Adopt A Highway Program

Source: https://www.libertyville.com/711/Adopt-A-Highway-Program
The Adopt-A-Highway program in Libertyville is administered by the Public Works
Department Streets & Utilities Division. The program originated in Texas in 1985 as a means
to pick up litter along roadways. In Libertyville, the Public Works Department will post a sign
along the roadway with the name of the group that has “adopted” that portion to pick up
litter. For questions, please contact the Streets & Utilities Division at (847) 362-3434,
Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Application and Checklists
Click Here for the Application
Click Here for Initial Checklist
Click Here for Collection Day Checklist

Adopt A Highway Program Rules
No interstate highways are included in this program.
1. The Village of Libertyville and the group will decide on the lengths to be adopted, with
two miles being the greatest distance acceptable. The Director of Public Works for the
Village of Libertyville will designate the section of highway which have been
determined unacceptable for adoption due to safety reasons.
2. The Village of Libertyville will furnish and erect the signs with the group name. The
signs shall conform to the requirements of the Illinois Department of Transportation.
No logos or slogans will be allowed on the signs.
3. The Village of Libertyville will conduct a safety training and distribute safety guidelines
to the Group Coordinator. Group Coordinators must attend the safety meeting and
brief all workers regarding safety requirements before going out to pick up litter.
4. The adopting groups will adopt their section of highway for two years with the right to
renew the agreement. The Village of Libertyville has the right to terminate a contract
and remove signs if the group is not cleaning their section. Groups will be given a 30day notice, and their signs will be removed.
5. Liability insurance shall not be required. The adopting group must accept responsibility
for the actions of its volunteers and hold harmless the sponsoring jurisdiction and/or
the State of Illinois.
6. If a group would like to terminate their contract, the must do so in writing to the Village
of Libertyville, attention Department of Public Works.
7. The adopting group will identify a group coordinator.
8. Groups will be responsible for litter pick up only. Pick up shall occur a minimum of four
times per year. Recommended times are April/May, June/July, August/September and
October/November.

9. Adequate supervision for minors under age 18 must be provided. It is required that one
adult supervisor for every five minors be present. in addition, no one under the age of
ten is permitted on the highways.
10. The group must notify the Public Works Department 847-362-3434 prior to each litter
collection date.
11. The Group members are required to wear gloves, hard sole shoes and long pants when
picking up litter. Group members shall wear orange safety vests which will be furnished
by the Village. Safety vests will be returned by the Group to the Village within three
days following litter pick up.
12. The Group must maintain a first aid kit and an adequate supply of drinking water during
litter pick up times.
13. No drugs or alcohol shall be carried or consumed by any group member while picking up
litter.
14. The group shall place the litter in trashbags provided by the Village of Libertyville and
leave the filled trashbags at a predetermined location along the right of way for pickup.
15. All vehicles will be parked off the right of way, an no parking will be allowed along
curves, on bridge decks, near or under overpasses, or in median areas.
16. All groups must stay off all highway pavements.
17. The Group will post warning signs, furnished by the Village, at the pavement edge in
advance of the litter pickup zone of the adopted section. The group will remove the
signs immediately following litter collection and return them to the Public Works
Department within three days.
18. Groups must obtain supplies during the work hours of the Village of Libertyville Public
Works Department, 600 North Avenue, Monday to Friday 7:00 am to 3:30 pm.
19. Any large objects or dead animals found along the highway should be marked for
pickup, or the location reported to the Libertyville Public Works Department 847-3623434.

Adopt a Highway Agreement Definitions
Village of Libertyville: Municipality sponsoring the Adopt-A-Highway program.
Director of Public Works: The Director of Public Works or his/her designee for the Village of
Libertyville.
Group: Member or employees of civic or not-for-profit organizations, and commercial or
private enterprises, which have requested to participate in Adopt-A-Highway.
Group Coordinator: The individual selected by the group to serve as its liaison with the
Village of Libertyville.
Group President: The individual which is the recognized leader, president or chairperson for a
group.
Litter: Any unsightly or offensive matter that may include, but is not limited to, disposable
packaging, containers, cans, bottles, paper, ashes, cigar or cigarette butts. Litter does not
include hazardous, heavy, large items or carcasses.
Adopted Selection: A length of Village right of way, bike path or state right of way located
within the corporate limits of the Village and identified by the Illinois Department of

Transportation and/or sponsoring jurisdiction as a safe, adoptable section of right of way.
Sections of right of way may be determined inappropriate for adoption for safety reasons.

APPLICATION FOR THE
VILLAGE OF LIBERTYVILLE
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM
GROUP/ORGANIZATION

TYPE OF GROUP
(Check One)

(Group Name)

Civic Group
Not for Profit Group

(Street Address)

Private Enterprise/Commercial
GROUP PARTICIPANTS

(City, State, Zip Code)

Approximate # of participants for litter pickup
Number of Adult Supervisors

(Group President/Leader)
APPLICATION STATUS

(if participants are between 10-18 years old)
NAME/ACRONYM FOR SIGN

(Check One)
First Application
Renewal Application
GROUP COORDINATOR

(Name)

(Name/Acronym requested to be on Adopt-A-Highway Sign. No logos or slogans will be
allowed. Limit of 17 characters per line; limit 2 lines; leave space between words.

(Street Address)

(City, State, Zip Code)

(Phone)

(Email)
FIRST CHOICE—SECTION OF HIGHWAY TO BE ADOPTED
From:
(Road Name)

To:
SECOND CHOICE—SECTION OF HIGHWAY TO BE ADOPTED
From:

(Road Name)

To:

I hereby certify that the above information is correct and my Group/Organization agrees to conform to the requirements of the
Village of Libertyville Adopt-A-Highway Program.

(Signature of Group Coordinator)

(Date)

(Director of Public Works)

(Date)

Return this form to: Director of Public Works, 200 E. Cook Avenue, Libertyville, IL 60048

VILLAGE OF LIBERTYVILLE
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM
INITIAL CHECKLIST
A CHECKLIST TO COMPLETE BEFORE YOUR COLLECTION DAY
Notify the Public Works Department 847-362-3434 of the date and time your group
plans to collect litter. Please provide 48 hours minimum advance notice.
Schedule and hold the required safety training session for all participants.
Designate someone to arrange the trashbag, safety vests and warning signs pickup and
return. Contact the Public Works Department, 600 North Avenue, 847-362-3434,
Monday to Friday 7:00 am to 3:30 pm.
Arrange carpooling to the litter collection site and designate where you will park.
Designate which vehicle and driver will be the emergency transport vehicle in case of
an emergency. Know the location of the nearest hospital and how to contact them.
Make sure your emergency vehicle has a first-aid kit.
Designate who will bring drinking water.
Designate who will be the look-out person for the litter collection crew.
Make sure you have one adult supervisor for every five persons under the age of 18.

VILLAGE OF LIBERTYVILLE
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM
COLLECTION DAY CHECKLIST
Post Warning signs.
Make sure everyone is wearing safety apparel properly and has gloves.
Do not allow anyone to wear earbuds/headsets during collection.
There is to be no use of drugs or alcohol.
Work as one group, and work facing oncoming traffic.
Do not walk on the hard surface of the road or stand on curbs.
Do not distract passing drivers.
Do not collect litter that is difficult to get to, out of sight of the road, or on a median.
Do not collect heavy or potentially dangerous items such as car batteries, sealed cans,
animal carcasses or hypodermic needles. Remember to inform the Public Works
Department about these items.
Stop work and take cover if severe weather threatens.
Take Breaks.
Make sure your look out person is keeping an eye on traffic, the weather, holes and
other dangerous terrain, dangerous insects and animals, dangerous litter items and the
safety and well-being of Group Members.
Collect the warning signs and safety vests at the end of the day.

